
 

Daybreak Soap Box Derby – FAQ’s – General information 

Car Specifications 

RAMP ACCESS - For both the "Stock Division" and "Freestyle Division" your racing vehicle must meet the below 
measurements to be launched from the official starting ramp. 

DIVISIONS - If you are racing in the "Stock Division" your vehicle must be within the below measurements. If you 
are racing in the "Freestyle Division" your vehicle does not have to be within the below measurements. 

PUSH START - If your "Freestyle Division" racing vehicle does not meet the below measurements you can push 
start your race car from the top of the derby hill. 

VEHICLE WIDTH - Minimum of 24 inches wide to a maximum of 40 inches wide. 

GROUND CLEARANCE - Minimum of 3 inches to a maximum of 16 inches. 

VEHICLE HEIGHT - Maximum of 60 inches. This includes the vehicle and the driver within the vehicle. 

WHEEL BASE - Refers to the distance between the axles on the vehicle. This measurement is a minimum of 48 
inches to a maximum of 72 inches. 

BODY LENGTH - Refers to the length of the vehicle from the front of the vehicle to the rear of the vehicle. This 
measurement must be a minimum of 72 inches to a maximum of 96 inches. 

STOCK RACING WEIGHT - Refers to the combination of the driver's weight, added to the vehicle's weight, then 
expressed as the sum of both weights combined. Maximum allowed weight for "Stock Division" vehicle is 225 
pounds. 

FREESTYLE RACING WEIGHT - This is no weight limit for the "Freestyle Racing Division". However, drivers must 
demonstrate that they can control their vehicle and stop in a reasonable distance to enter the race.  
 

Race Day 

The Soap Box Derby Race will be held on Saturday, May 6, 2023. 

The race will be held in the Upper Daybreak Villages, next to Highland Park. 

The street address, for the race location is, 11288 Kitty Hawk, South Jordan, Utah, 84009. 

Racing will begin at 3:30 PM and will be a double elimination event. 

Cars and Drivers must arrive early (between 2:00 PM and 3:00 PM) and complete a race inspection for final 
certification on the day of the race. 

"Team Members" may be required to handle their cars, lift their cars, stage their cars, return their cars to the 
starting ramp, or assist the Derby Staff as requested by them. 

There will be an "On Deck" area, for race staging, and a "Pit Area" for race support. 

The "On Deck" and "Pit Area" are limited in size so please limit race support personnel to individuals who are 
required for car maintenance and driver assistance. 

Layered clothing is suggested as the morning hours will be cool and the afternoon will be warmer. Should the day 
be cloudy please make sure you bring appropriate rain gear. 

Contact Steve Martin at martin4443@msn.com or (801) 891-5427 for additional questions or support.  



Inspection Day 

The Soap Box Derby Race - Preliminary Safety Inspection will be held on Monday, May 1, 2023. 

The Preliminary Safety Inspection will be conducted on Soda Row in Daybreak. 

The street address for the Preliminary Safety Inspection is 11259 Kestrel Rise Road, South Jordan, Utah, 84009. 

Safety Inspections will be conducted from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM on a first come - first served basis. 

Provided that your car passes the safety inspection you will then have an opportunity to test drive and practice in 
your car. 

All car drivers must be present at the Preliminary Safety Inspection and must demonstrate that they have an 
appropriate safety helmet, which fits them, to use during the race. 

All car drivers must demonstrate that they can operate the braking mechanism in their car and that they can 
manipulate the steering mechanism of their car to properly control their vehicle. 

You should always have a basic tool kit with you, when racing, to make any needed repairs to your car. 

Event t-shirts will be provided at the Preliminary Safety Inspection. T-shirts are not guaranteed for racers who paid 
the entrance fee after April 1st.  

Layered clothing is suggested as it will cool down during the evening. Should the day be cloudy please make sure 
you bring appropriate rain gear. 

Contact Steve Martin at martin4443@msn.com or (801) 891-5427 for additional questions or support. 
 

Final Inspection 

The Soap Box Derby Race - Final Race Inspection will be held on Saturday, May 6, 2023. 

The Final Race Inspection will be conducted in the "Pit" area, located by the starting ramps, at the top of the hill, in 
Upper Daybreak by Highland Park. 

The street address, for the Final Race Inspection is, 11288 Kitty Hawk, South Jordan, Utah, 84009. 

Please drive around Highland Park and unload your cars, at the top of the race course, in the marked unloading 
zone. 

Your Final Race Inspection will be on a first come, first served basis. Please make sure you arrive to the race course 
as early as possible to ensure your car can be inspected prior to the start of the race. 

We strongly suggest that you arrive as early as possible for final inspection. 

Final Inspection will be held from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM, missing your final inspection can potential disqualify you 
from the race! 

All car drivers must be present at the Final Race Inspection and must demonstrate that they have an appropriate 
safety helmet, which fits them, to use during the race. 

Provided that your car passes the Final Race Inspection you will then be allowed to race your car in the event. 

Drivers and Team Members may need to help handle and lift their car during the inspection, accordingly, we 
respectful ask that all participants cooperate, at all times, with directions and instructions from the "Race 
Officials". 

You should always have a basic tool kit with you, when racing, to make needed repairs to your car. 

Layered clothing is suggested. Should the day be cloudy please make sure you bring appropriate rain gear. 

Contact Steve Martin at martin4443@msn.com or (801) 891-5427 for additional questions or support. 

  



 
Required Safety Equipment 

HELMET - All drivers must wear a helmet, when racing. Helmets must fit and provide appropriate protection to 
their heads. 

SHOES - All drivers must wear closed toed shoes, when racing. Their shoes must fit them and provide appropriate 
protection to their feet. Open toed shoes, sandals, flip flops, or clogs are not allowed when racing. 

CLOTHING - All drivers must wear clothing that fits them. Loose clothing or bulky costumes, masks, flowing 
clothing or costumes, billowy clothing or costumes, flying or loose scarfs are not allowed when racing. 

VISION - Driver's must demonstrate that they have good vision. Obstructions to the driver's vision are not 
permitted. 

Safety Tips 

RACE COURSE - Race Officials and Drivers, who are either "On Deck" or "Racing" are allowed on the race track as 
allowed by event staff or designated volunteers. Family, friends, and pit crew may only be in designated "Pit Crew 
Area". 

VEHICLES - Only Soap Box Derby Cars and Officials' vehicles are allowed on the track. Scooters, Bicycles, All Terrain 
Vehicles, Go-Carts, Golf Carts, Skateboards, Long-Boards, Roller Blades, Hoover-Boards, and One-Wheel Boards are 
not allowed. 

PETS - Pets are welcome provided they are leashed for their safety and the safety of all spectators and 
participants. 

MASKS - COVID-19 masks are optional and may be worn, or not worn, at the individual's discretion. Costume 
masks may not be worn, when racing, if they impair or obstruct the driver's vision. 

GOGGLES - Safety goggles are not required but may be worn if desired. Sunglasses, contacts and eye glasses may 
all be worn while racing. 

HYDRATION - Bring plenty of water, or other drinks. You will be engaging in outdoor physical activity and it is easy 
to become dehydrated. 

SUNSCREEN - Bring and use sunscreen to avoid over exposure to the sun. 

CLOTHING - Bring layered clothing and rain gear if the weather is cloudy. 

Racing Tips 

WHEELS - Make sure your wheels are aligned correctly and have good tread on them. Wobbly wheels or wheels 
with damaged or worn rubber treads will slow your car down. 

STEERING - Make sure your steering cables are tight and responsive to the driver’s movements. Keeping your car 
moving in a straight line, with minimal steering corrections will speed up your car. 

WHEEL TYPE - Use "Derby" approved wheels. The lighter and narrower your wheels are the faster your car will go. 

AXLE SPINDELS - Grease your "Axle Spindles" and "Wheel Bearings" with a high quality "GRAPHITE" lubricant as 
wheel friction will slow your car down. 

WEIGHT - Use extra weight help your car launch faster. A soap box racing car uses gravity to get started on the 
ramp. The more weight you have the faster the car will start. 

WEIGHT PLACEMENT - Place and secure weights as far back in your car as you can get them. The further your 
weights are back in your car the longer they can apply downward launching force on the starting ramp. 

DRIVERS - Wear tight fitting clothing and smooth aerodynamic helmets. This will reduce wind resistance and help 
you race faster. 

DRIVER POSITIONING - Stay as low as possible in your car while racing. Wind resistance will slow your car down. 



DRIVING - Only make course corrections if required to reach the finish line. If you must make a correction to your 
course then make it with small, easy steering motions. The more you have to steer your car the slower it will go. 

 

 
 

Final Inspection Tips 

RACE COURSE - Race Officials and Drivers, who are either "On Deck" or "Racing" are allowed on the race track. 
Family, friends, and pit crew may only be in designated "Pit Crew Area". 

DRIVERS AGE LIMITS - Minimum age to be a driver is 8 years old. "Stock" division age brackets are 8-13 years of 
age and 14 or older. "Freestyle" Division is a minimum of 8 years or age and is unlimited. 

VEHICLES - Only Soap Box Derby Cars and Officials' vehicles are allowed on the track. Bicycles, All Terrain Vehicles, 
Go-Carts, Skateboards, Long-Boards, Roller Blades, Hoover-Boards, and One-Wheel Boards are not allowed. 

RAMP USE - All 'Stock Division" Soap Box Derby cars must launch from the official derby course ramp. "Freestyle 
cars may launch from the ramp or the top of the hill, by a push start, if they cannot be launched from the official 
ramp. 

WEIGHT - Make sure your car is not overweight. The combined weight of the driver and the car must not exceed 
the weight limit for the "Stock" Division. The "Freestyle" Division is unlimited. 

WEIGHT LIMITS - The weight limit for the "Stock Division" is 225 pounds. The weight limit for the "Freestyle 
Division" is unlimited. 

WEIGHTS - Additional car weights may be used but must be secured so that they cannot slip or fall out of the car. 

MULTIPLE DRIVERS - Make sure that if you have multiple drivers, and are using extra weights, that you use the 
weight of the heaviest driver to calculate the total maximum car weight. 

HELMETS - May be shared by multiple drivers provided that the helmet securely fits all drivers. 

VEHICLES - Make sure all drivers are wearing closed toe shoes. 

STEERING - Must be responsive to the steering controls. Steering may not have slack in control cables. Steering 
must move freely. 

BRAKES - Must be responsive to braking controls and have adequate brake pad to stop the vehicle in a reasonable 
distance. Brake pad can be carpet, rubber, or any other durable material. 

GOGGLES - Safety goggles are not required but may be worn if desired. Sunglasses, contacts and eye glasses may 
all be worn while racing. 

HYDRATION - Bring plenty of water, or other drinks. You will be engaging in outdoor physical activity and it is easy 
to become dehydrated. 

SUNSCREEN - Bring and use sunscreen to avoid over exposure to the sun. 

CLOTHING - Bring layered clothing and rain gear if the weather is cloudy. 


